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Town of Waldoboro 

Conservation Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 

 

1. Call to Order 

Attending members at 5:20 pm starting time: Caren Clark (Chair), Steve Warren (Vice-Chair), Will Pratt, and Leslie 

Lorenzen. 

Will Pratt arrives during the Earth Day conversation. 

Town Officials: Max Johnstone (Minutes) 

 

2. Minutes 

March and April minutes were approved 3-0. 

 

3. Citizens Comments 

None. 

 

4. Old Business (Town Forest) 

It is confirmed that there are Woolly Adelgid Beetles in the Town Forest and we may need to use a pesticide every seven 

(7) years for treatment. There was a recommended pesticide that would be applied to the trees. It was also recommended 

to use some young hemlock trees to create an insectary to raise insects that will counteract the Woolly Beetles. This can 

be done with some assistance through the State if the Town accepts the proposal. 

Caren-Leslie motioned to continue working with the State to establish the insectary. Approved 4-0. 

Leslie thinks there needs to be a big public awareness about this program since there is likely a big cost to the pesticide 

usage, which is still currently unknown. Leslie mentioned that Woolly Beetles are in their peak season, and people who 

are in that area are encouraged to immediately wash their clothes when they get home to prevent them from spreading. 

Caren found a book from 2011 that mentioned the German Church and would like to see if there is a way to connect the 

Town Forest trail to the German Church using abutting land. Caren said that “handshake agreements” for easements were 

used in the past to avoid attorneys but still let the Commission create a path. Will said that he had to interact with an 

abutter in the past for the property line dispute and can certainly try to talk with them again for re-routing the trails at an 

acceptable part of the property. 

Steve said there were some residents who are interested in the Town Forest and the future. Leslie thinks the July meeting 

will be focused more on the Woolly Beetles and that August would be a better month to go over the future of the Town 

Forest trails. Leslie said some of the footbridges could be replaced; Caren noted that it hasn’t been a muddy/ wet season 

to cause concern; Will said there are some downed trees that could potentially be used. 

 

5. Old Business (Quarry Hill/ Blueberry Event) 

Leslie wants to see if the Town can have quarts available at the Town Office during the blueberry event for pickup; Max 

said that it is not uncommon to have items here for pickup when coordinated prior to the event. Leslie worries about 

spending a significant amount of funds in this event if the Town Forest is likely going to require a large amount for the 

pesticide use. Last year’s harvest took place in the last half of July. Leslie said she might not be able to be there if the same 

time as last year is used and would like the Commission to coordinate having someone there. 

Leslie mentioned there is a lot of graffiti at Quarry Hill that needs to be scrubbed off. Will said that Public Works is busy 

with road work. Leslie thinks there is a lot of potential and would like to consider trying the Recreational Trail Program 

grant again.  Caren mentioned there is the Founders Preserve nearby the site that could be incorporated in the project. 

Leslie thinks getting this project could garner more traffic, and hopefully reduce the harm certain residents cause in that 

area through littering, graffiti, and other practices. 
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6. Old Business (Other Trails) 

Not that many updates. Steve talked about the need for getting more volunteers to help with the trails and gave the 

Garden Club as an example for how a few residents are doing the work for all Waldoboro areas. Steve hopes that parents 

will be available after Labor Day to help with the trails; Leslie said there are certainly a lot of social media followers that 

could lead to more volunteers. 

 

7. Old Business (Rest Area) 

Will said that there was a cigarette disposal unit that was donated that he would like to put at the Rest Area. Steve said 

that Public Works has not liked putting a trash can there in the past because of vandalism but thinks it could be different 

if there are more active volunteers there to clean it up. Caren thinks a donated cigarette unit would be a good start to try 

and reduce some of the waste. 

Poison ivy was seen at the site. Will suggested waiting until the Autumn when the roots are more visible, and natural 

methods could be used to kill it. 

Steve mentioned that he ran into a family that was fishing at the site and asked them about the footbridge; the family said 

any improvements to make the fishing location more formal would be welcomed. 

 

8. Comments from Members 

Rachel Morris was approved to be on the Commission and would appreciate having the time officially moved to 5:30pm. 

Caren-Steve motioned to move the start time to 5:30pm for future meetings. 

 

 

9. Next Meeting 

July 6 at 5:30pm 

 

10. ADJOURN 


